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for the week. 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
‘Bharat Shramajivi’’ 


Fortnightly. 


 Sansodhini”™ oe it 


‘* Purva Pratidhwani’’ 


Weekly. 


‘Ananda Bazar Patrika 


“ Arya Darpan” +e “ 


u Bangabasi - . 

“ Bartabaha ” 

‘“ Bharat Bandhu ce 

‘‘ Bharat Mihir” 
‘‘Bengal Advertiser,’ 

‘“ Bardwan Sanjivant’ % 
‘ Charuvarta” 


‘‘ Dacca Prakash”’ 


" Dut . eee aa 


‘‘ Education Gazette a 
‘Gramvarta Prakashiks 


“ Halisahar Prakashika’”’ ... ee 


“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

‘ Medini”’ ne 
“ Murshidabad Patriké”’ .. 
‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi”’ 
“ Navavibhakar”’ ie 
¥ Paridarsha si 

* Pratikar”’ 


‘‘Rajshahye Samvad " cs = 


‘* Rungpore Dik Prakash” 
‘* Sadharani”’ ac 
‘* Sahachar’”’ 

‘Som Prakash ”’ a 
‘* Sudhakar” 
‘“ Sulabha Samachar” 
 Sribatta Prakash ”’ 
‘Tripura Vartavaha ”’ 


Daily. 


‘Samvad Prabhakar” 
‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya” 
‘* Samachar Chandrika’”’ 
Banga Vidya Prakashika’”’ 
* Prabhati”’ 


‘* Samachar Sudhabarsan 


ENGLISH aND UrRpv. 


Weekly. 


) ‘Urdu Guide’ 


~ Pease 


Calcutta 


Chittagong is 
Ditto ' 


Calcutta rn 
Ditto a 
Ditto a 

Pubna 

Calcutta 

Mymensing 

Calcutta 

Burdwan 

Sherepore, Mymensing 

Dacca ‘a 

Calcutta bee 

Hooghly ss 

Comercolly 

Calcutta 

Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 

Midnapore i 

Berhampore 

Ditto 

Calcutta 

Sylhet 

Berhampore 

Beauleah 

Kakinia, Rungpore 

Chinsurah 

Calcutta 

Changmripotta, 24-Perghs. 

Mymensing ee 

Calcutta 

Sylhet 

Commillah 


Calcutta oe 
Ditto ic 
Ditto pon 
Ditto ; 
Ditto ee 
Ditto aa 


Ditto ae 


2,100 


*e@eeeee 


365 


6th July 1882. 


10th ditto. 
14th ditto. 
Sth ditto. 


6th and 13th July 1882. 


lith July 1882. 
Ath ditto. 


Lith ditto. 
10th ditto. 


14th ditto. 
8th ditto. 
Sth ditto. 
12th — ditto. 
10th ditto. 


7th ditto. 
10th ditto. 

znd ditto. 
13th ditto. 


2nd and Yth July 1982. 
12th July 1882. 
10th ditto. 


8th ditto. 


7th to 13th July 1882. 
6th to ltth "itko. 
8th to litth ditto. 
8th to 15th ditto. 
10th to 13th dttto. 


8th July 1882, 
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i sinning pice ot pubes. | Namborot | steno papeerostine and tania 
‘Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
41 | ‘‘ Behar Bandhu” sie sa ... | Bankipore, Patna _... 500 
42 | “ Bharat Mitra” vee ss ..- | Calcutta 500 6th July 1882. 
43 | ‘‘ S4r Sudhanidhi” sine Ditto “ 200 | 10th ditto. 
44 | ‘‘Uchit Bakta” ee 8th _— ditto. 
Prrsrax. 
Weekly. 
45 | ‘‘ Jam-Jahan-numés” a8 aos .»» | Ditto owe 250 "th _ ditto. 
Urvv. 
Weekly. 
46 \** Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” se vel gue ia Ene 5th ditto. 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly. 
47 | ‘* Assam Vilasini” Sibsagar ae 
Urrya. 
Weekly. 
48 | “Utkal Dipika”’ ee Cuttack 200 | 8th — ditto. 
49 | “Utkal Darpan” ... =" ies Balasore 160 
60 | ‘‘ Balasore Samvad Vahika” Ditto 125 6th ditto. 
Fortnightly. | 
61 | ‘‘Mayurbhunj Pakshik Patrika ” ... | Mayurbhunj a 
Hinpt. 
a 
Monthly. 


‘“‘ Kshatriya Patrika”’ 
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Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


tdhdérant, of the 2nd July, dwells upon the increase of drunkenness 
— counnd by the. introduction by Sir Ashley 
Eden of the outstill system into this country. 
What is greatly tobe deplored is that the labouring classes have begun 
largely to consume liquor. This will certainly lead to an increase of poverty 
‘, the land. Mr. Rivers Thompson is earnestly besought to abolish the 
sais | The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 4th July, publishes a short account of the 

ween and the Rajah of dispute of the Rajah of Susanga-Durgapore 
Suranga-Durgepore. v tL ok . * matter of the Garo 

7 resses a hope that-Lord Ripon will do him justice. 

Hie, tt oe Baridbahe, of the 6th J "14 points out the need of initiating 
legislation for defining the rights and obliga- 
tions of holders of homestead lands. At 
resent there 18 no clear law on the subject, and J udges are con- 
sequently placed in great difficulty in deciding cases affecting rights in such 
-— The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 6th July, thanks Lord Ripon for 
appointing Justice Mitter as Acting Chief 


The outstill system. 


Homestead lands. 


Justice Mitter. Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
ee 5. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 10th July, 
Justice Mutter. makes similar observations on the same 
subject. 


6. The same paper condemns the exemption of the native quarters 
of the city from the operation of the Con- 
tagious Diseases Act. The effect of this step 
has been that the number of cases suffering from the kind of disease referred 
to has increased since the passing of that order. 

7. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 8th July, remarks that, by appoint- 
ing Justice Mitter to act as Chief Justice of 
the Calcutta High Court, Lord Ripon has 
not only honoured that officer, but himself, the Liberal Government, and the 
Bengali nation also. His good administration will always be remembered 
by the natives of this province. He has not hesitated to honour merit. 

8. The Ucht Baktd, of the 8th July, notices the prevalence of 
Gambling in Burrabazar in Cal. gambling in that portion of Burrabazar, com- 


catia. monly called Aphin k4 Chowrdasta. The police 
constables appear to connive at the practice. 


9. The Urdu Guide, of the 8th July, congratulates the native com- 
munity on the elevation of Justice Mitter to 
the Acting Chief Justiceship of the Calcutta 


The Contagious Diseases Act. 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 


Justice Mitter. 


Hich Court. 


10. The following observations are extracted from the Sddhdrant, 
of the 9th July:—Justice has prevailed. 
It was greatly feared lest, with a view to 


please some Europeans, Lord Ripon should 
offer an insult to Justice Romesh Chandra Mitter and to the Queen’s 


proclamation. That fear has passed away. The order has been issued 
that J ustice Matter will officiate as Chief Justice during the absence on 
leave of Sir Richard Garth. This is really a matter for great rejoicing. The 
question as to how Lord Ripon would fill up the Chief J usticeship that 
would be temporarily rendered vacant by the absence of Sir Richard Garth 
was eagerly discussed by both Civilians and natives of the country. Both 
were anxious to see whether the Viceroy was prepared to confer the 
‘ppointment upon a native, and thus to prove his sincerity in connection 


Justice Mitter as Actin Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
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July 8th, 1882. 
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July 8th, 1882. 
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with the proposal to introduce local self-government among the people 
but all ground of anxiety has now been removed. Lord Ripon has passed 
through the fiery ordeal. He 1s truly a Roman Catholic—in courage g 
Roman, in his views a Catholic. The people of India have at last foung 
their man: let them then unite in a chorus of thanksgiving to Lord Ripon, 
Major Baring, and Mr. Ibert, who have by the present measure honoured 
Bengalis, and in them the people of India, and vindicated the Queen’ 
proclamation. 
ll. The Som Prakash, of the 10th July, age the pate obser- 
— ted Acting Vations in its opening editorial:—The eager- 
cit Tnutioo Mints erprnted Ment ean which we have so long chown to witten 
Court. an end of the distinction between the conquerors 
and the conquered in India, and the establishment of equality between 
them—an eagerness for which we have been unjustly rebuked by the Lndian 
Daily News—is now gratified through Lord Ripon’s kindness, and we have 
heard with pleasure that an impartial policy has been followed by Govern- 
ment. The news that Justice Romesh Chandra mitter has been appointed 
Acting Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court has produced a feeling 
of inexpressible joy in our hearts. The result that the people of India 


-will consider the British Government as their own Government has 


at length been rendered possible. The gulf that separates England and 
India is at last in a fair way of being bridged over. The people of this 
country have always been known as a grateful people, who are ever anxious 
to repay with interest any favours they may have received. The best 
way to do this is by showing gratitude. If the people of India 
approve of the practice which has become common of erecting statues in 
honour of benefactors, it behoves them even so early asihis to take steps for 
erecting one in honour of Lord Ripon. In the present case a marble statue 
will not be sufficiently expressive of the nation’s gratitude. Arrangements 
should be made for erecting a golden statue on which should be written in 
letters of gold the words—‘ We had long ‘heard of the reputation of the 
British Government for justice and impartiality; this had only delighted 
our ears so long. But Lord Ripon has now enabled us to witness the fact.” 
So great is our joy that it deprives us of the powers of speech, and we can- 
not therefore say anything more. We pray to God with all our heart that 
Lord Ripon may enjoy long life and continue to rule impartially over the 
people of India for more than his appointed term of office. The case of 
Justice Mitter does not furnish the only instance of Lord Ripon’s impar- 
tiality ; there are many others. We also pray that long life be granted to 
Major Baring and Mr. Ilbert, whose co-operation alone made it possible 
for the Viceroy to give effect to his wishes in this matter. We cordially 
approve of the suggestion made by Brahmo Public Opinion, to the effect that 
there should be meetings held in different parts of the country for the 
purpose of voting addresses to His Excellency, and that, when he comes to 
aeons natives should be present at every railway station to give him 
cheers. 
12. A correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of Go- 
The levy of the license tax in Vermment to the fact that the collection of 
Coloutis. ” se" the license tax in Calcutta is attended with 
| grave oppression. The writer gives the 
details of a case in which a kaviraj, possessed of very slender means and 
avery limited practice in Calcutta, was in the first year of the license tat 
required to pay Rs. 12 astax. He paid Rs. 5 in the second year, the 
amount having bcen reduced asa result of his appeal. He was exemp 
in the third year from the tax. In 1881] he was served with a notice calli 
upon him to pay Rs. 10. He objected, and the Collector deputed a2 
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. onto to enquire. The report of this officer showed that he deserved 
pan fron the tax : the books that were produced before the Collector 
also bore out this view. But it was all to no effect, and he had to pay 
Rs, 10. He now appealed to the Commissioner, but in vain. In 1882 he 
was again served with a notice to pay the tax. He again filed his objec- 
tions. This time, however, the Collector did not appoint a day for hearing 
his objections, but rejected his petition, quite unknown to him, and at once 
‘sued a process of distraint. He was now called upon to pay Rs. 10 as tax, 
Rs. 10 as fine, and the cost of issuing the process of distraint Rs. 2-8. Here 
‘3a case of Oppression which should receive the attention of Government. 
he Kavirajes are all poor people ; their income is small. The Editor argues 
‘nav article which he devotes to this subject, that not receiving any special 
benefit from Government, similar to what those that pay the license tax 
derive from it, the kavirajes should not in justice be called upon to pay 
im post. 
8 13. The Navavibhdkar, of the 10th July, is gratified to read the 
circular issued by the Lieutenant-Governor 
Mr. Rivers Thompson's Circular on to Divisional Commissioners on the subject 
soggios: eemaae se of local self-government. His Honor has 
expressed a warm sympathy with the views of Lord Ripon on this matter. 
Mr. Thompson does not appear to be a man of narrow views, and if the 
people of this country put forth a little effort, they will in a large. measure 
gain their object. There is one point in the circular in which the Lieute- 
nant-Governor appears to be a little inconsistent. This has reference to the 
appointment of Chairmen for the local Boards. While expressing it as his 
opinion that, with official Chairmen at the head of the Boards, there will be 
no real self-government possible, the Lieutenant-Governor has yet arrived 
at the conclusion that in Calcutta and the Suburbs and Howrah there is no 
need of non-official Chairmen for the local municipalities. It behoves him 
to reconsider this matter. | 
14. We extract the following observations from an editorial para- 
graph in the same paper :—In utter disregard 
of the evil advice given him by self-seeking, 
native-hating, partial, unjust, and illiberal counsellors, the impartial, justice- 
loving, and liberal-minded Lord Ripon has evinced his fearlessness. The 
appointment of Justice Mitter to officiate as Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court during the absence on leave of Sir Richard Garth has been notified 
in the last Gazette of India, By this beneficial measure has Lord Ripon 
maintained the glory of the English name, and increased the respect which 
the people of India entertain for the English nation. One such act produces 
consequences more beneficial than any which might be expected to follow 
from hundreds of bayonets. May Lord Ripon thus continue to make us and 
himself also happy ! 
15. The same paper contains an article in which the writer dwells 
" upon the meddlesomeness of British Political 
Porebunder -™ Spd the Rana of Qfficers accredited to Native Courts. They 


oe : tyrannize over Native Chiefs and act as spies of 
the British Government. Referenceis made in the article to the unsatis- 


lactory relations between Colonel Barton, the Political Agent for Kattywar, 
and the Rana of the small State of Porebunder. It is to be hoped Lord 
Ripon will take the matter into his consideration. | 

16. The Ananda Bazar Patriké, of the 10th July, publishes a 
summary of a case which has been recently 
tried in the Punjab Chief Court, and has 
been commented on in the Pioneer newspaper. The moral which, accord- 
‘03 to the Editor, the case points to is that the introduction of English law 
oto this country has made the people extremely litigious. 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 


Increase of litigation. 
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17. The same paper contains an article headed “An anspicion, 
moment.” The writer expects much from 
the administration of Mr. Rivers Thompson 
If with Lord Ripon as Viceroy, Mr. Thompson as Lieutenant-Governo, 
of Bengal, and Mr. Peacock as Secretary to the Local Government, 
the grievances of the people are not redressed, they will never be redressed, 
The Editor notices with gratification that Mr. Thompson is following q 
policy different from that followed by Sir Ashley Eden. The notice 
published in the last Calcutta Gazetie, to the effect that Government j, 
not prepared to entertain any applications for Sub-Deputy Vollectorships 
for some time to come has given satisfaction, inasmuch as it will prevent 
much disappointment. The views expressed by His Honor regarding the 
employment on a larger scale of native drivers and shunters on the Bengal 
State Railways are also much appreciated. He will shortly make a tour 
through the mofussil, and will thus have an opportunity of witnessing the 
state of things in the interior of the country. He was atone time Judge of 
Kishnaghur and Commissioner of the Presidency Division, and will therefore 
be in a position to compare the present condition of that part of the 
country with its condition when he worked there. He will see that villages 
that were once populous have been depopulated, while the old charitable 
dispensaries have been closed. Many higher class schools have been 
abolished. In localities where formerly there was not even the smell of wine, 
there are now to be found outstills. 1t behoves the Lieutenant-Governor to 
visit the jails in Bengal and to enquire about the grievances of the convicts, 
as also to enquire what districts in Bengal are tyrannized over by indigo 
planters, Magistrates and Police Officers. - 
18. The Medint, of the 10th July, refers to the high-handed manner 
in which Mr. Meres, the Judge of Midna- 
pore, has all cows he comes across seized and 


sent to the pound. This he does from a fear that they may enter his garden 
and destroy the plants. 


19. In an article contributed to the same paper the writer dwells upon 

the hardship which has been caused to the 
inhabitants of that portion of the Midnapore | 
town known as the military khas mehal by the enormous enhancement of 


their rents by Mr. Price, the Collector. Government is asked to attend 
to the matter. 


20. The Bharat Bandhu, of the 11th July, thanks Lord Ripon for his 


appointing Justice Mitter as Acting Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta High Court. His 
Excellency, it is remarked, has evinced an exemplary highmindedness by 
this measure. India is full of rejoicings, the hopes of the people have been 
at length realized, while the reproach under which the British Government 


had so long laboured has been partially removed. May India be ever 
ruled by Viceroys like Lord Ripon. 


21. The Sahachar, of the 12th July, remarks that Lord Ripon 


and Major Baring are entitled to the gratitude 
of the people of India, particularly of the 
people of Bengal, for having appointed Justice Romesh Chunder Mitter 
as Acting Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 


22. ‘The same paper does not see that there is any necessity for 
, ae constructing a large Central Railway Station 
es besser Railway Station in Cal- in the city. The Seal oe Station, which ig 


3 now connected by a Tramway with the ciff, 
might answer all purposes. There would be no justification for a larg? 
station built at an enormous cost in the heart of Calcutta. 


Mr. Rivers Thompson. 


Mr. Meres, Judge of Midaapore. 


Enhancement of rent in Midnapore. 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 
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93, The Bartdvaha, of the 18th July, is rejoiced to notice that 
Lord Ripon has appointed Justice Romesh 
Chandra Mitter to officiate as Chief Justice 
of the Calcutta High Court during the absence on leave of Sir Richard 
Garth. It is an auspicious day for the people of India. 

94. The same paper points out the difficulty experienced by Judges in 
deciding cases owing to the want of such re- 
liable evidence as would be tendered by witnesses 
of unimpeachable character. The reasons, however, which make respectable 
persons 80 unwilling to appear as witnesses in a court are the following :— 
(1) There is no accommodation for them in the court. Most of them are 
consequently obliged to spend many hours under the shade of trees which 
may be found near the court-house, or remain exposed to the sun. (2) The 
witnesses have to keep standing for hours together in the witness-box while 
making their depositions, and insulting questions are often put to them 
by pleaders in the course of cross-examination. (3) Witnesses have to dance 
attendance in court for days successively. 

95. The Arya Darpan, of the 14th July, thanks Lord Ripon and 
Major Baring for rising superior consider- 
ations of race, and appointing Justice Mitter 
to officiate as Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. | 

26. The Utkat Dipika, of the 8th July, referring to the appoint- 

: | __ mentof Romesh Chandra Mitter as Acting 
poustice Mitter as Acting Chief Chief Judge of the High Court, makes the 
following remarks :—In accordance with the 
‘ rules of the Court he is entitled to the post. . But there are some persons 
who cannot endure that a native should win the chief place in the High 
Court, and thus review the judgments passed by white-skinned Civilian Judges 
and Magistrates. The Hnglhshman and other English journals, the mouth- 
piece of these men, have raised many objections to the appointment of Justice 
Mitter, without, however, accomplishing anything. Lord Ripon is nota 
man to be deceived by such arguments. His just and impartial decisions 
are daily increasing his great fame throughout India. He is not likely, from 
respect to any person, white or black, to pursue any course which is not just. 
It was the hope of all men that Lord Ripon, uninfluenced by any party con- 
siderations, would come to a just decision. This has now been realized. We 
are therefore rejoiced and praise him. 

27. In referring to the work of the Cuttack Municipality, a writer 

The Ontiack Manicipality. in the same paper says: We rejoice that the 
ow municipality has corrected its error by 
modifying its order that no buildings with thatched roof should be erected in 
the town. It is now decided that this order shall only apply to both sides 
of the road leading from Lal Bag to the J udge’s Court and to a portion of 
Buxeebazar. Having with the above exteption rescinded their order, it 
appears that, though the Commissioners admit their error, they yet persist in 
partially giving effect to their obnoxious order. This order now simply 
allects the few poor who live in thatched houses in the above-mentioned 
localities (the rest of the houses being pucca) who will be thereby ejected 
from their houses. If this be the object of the Commissioners, it behoves 
9 to fully remunerate the poor before they are turned out of their houses. 
bisto be regretted that the Commissioners, filled by a sense of their own 
dignity, manifest no interest in the consideration of the poor, When will 
they learn their duty? We also learn that at this sitting the Commis- 
‘toners made the branch hospital of this town a first class hospital. It was 
also decided that each of the bazars and lanes of the town should have a 
board with its name in English and Urya written thereon affixed to it. If 
by being a first class hospital the sick are benefited, better medicines are 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 


Witnesses in a court. 


Lord Ripon and Justice Mitter. 
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supplied, and a doctor of a higher grade than the present one is appointed 
to it, then the change will be a cause of joy, but if it be simply a chano. 
of name, where will be the benefit ? : 

The naming of the streets may be of benefit to a few, though of littl. 
use to the public generally. At present drainage and drinkable water anq 
hundreds of other pressing wants demand all the resources of the muni. 
cipality. To spend their money on signboards and other ornamental works 
is only putting their feet on the neck of the poor to increase the comforts 
of the wealthy. Had the money that is being spent on such works beep 
expended for the purpose of providing street drains and of deepening tanks 
how much good might have been done this year P But, then, if nothing ney 
is done, no one will be praised. We are of opinion that this is the reason of 
all these new things. We have heard that the Vice-Chairman a short time 
ago issued an order in the name of the Collector for keeping clean a piece 
of waste land belonging to the khas mehal. If instead of showing authority 
on unimportant matters like the above, the Vice-Chairman would pasg ap 
order to have the Gunga Mundira tank near the Judge’s Court cleansed, 
we should bless him. What necessity is there for all this noise about 
nothing ? 


98. The Balasore Sambaéu Bahikd, of the 6th July, refers to the 
Magistrate of Balasore, Mr. Beadon, devoting 
two hours each Wednesday evening to impart 
instruction to the Ist class of the zillah school 
in English literature. That he, a District Magistrate, should thus be disposed 
to give instruction, for this we heartily thank him. This shows the interest 
he takes in the work of the Education Department. May those Civilians 
who, on hearing the name of Education Department or its officers, in anger 
keep themselves aloof, consider Mr. Beadon’s proceedings. 


29. A writer in the above paper, in referring to the police exactions, 
observes that, in consequence of the high- 
handedness of the police justice has no place in 
the seat of justice. Many innocent persons are through their action imprisoned 
for life, and some are hanged. After giving two extracts from the Banga 
Basee paper illustrating the oppression of the police, the Editor says the remedy 
for this state of things is to appoint only properly qualified persons to the 
police. Is it right to depute a head constable on Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 a month 
to investigate acase? To obtain suitakle Sub-Inspectors on the pay given 
is most difficult. A great deal more work is done by Sub-Inspectors and Heat- 
constables than is done by District or Assistant Superintendents : hence, were 
the above two posts abolished, and the pay of Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, and 
Head-constables increased, many suitable men would be obtained. 


30. Ina lengthy article on “ Local self-government,” the Editor of 
the Uikal Dipikd, of the 8th July, gives a 
detailed account of the proceedings of a 
meeting held at the Cuttack Printing Company’s hall, on last Friday, 1 
discuss several important points in connection with the question of self- 


government. The hall was overcrowded, and the following resolutions 
were passed :— 


Mr. Beadon, Magistrate of Bala- 
sore. 


The high-handedness of the Police. 


Loeal self-government. 


1s¢.—That thanks expressive of gratitude and joy be given to His 
Excellency Lord Ripon for having conferred upon tie 
people of this country the privilege of self-government. , 

¢nd.—That this town being the metropolis of Orissa, the principal 
centre of commerce, and in many respects as advance 
as many towns in Bengal, it is necessary that here com 
mittees should be organized on the elective system, and that 


( 1 ) 


Commissioners and the President of the local Board be 
appointed by committees instead of by Government. 


3rd.—That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be comruni- 
cated to His Excellency Lord Ripon and the Lieuteuar’ - 
Governor of Bengal for their information. 


After these resolutions were passed, some of the members’ of the 
meeting stood up and expatiated on the benefit which the proposed self- 
government will assuredly confer on the people. In so doing the members 
could not refrain from giving thanks to Lord Ripon for inaugurating 
the system in question. It true is that some of the. unenlightened 
Europeans seem to take an unfavourable view of the question; but all the 
English papers, without a dissentient voice, approve of the liberal 
policy of Lord Ripon in granting the boon so desirable. In this way a new 
era will dawn upon India. It therefore behoves the people to endeavour 
to discharge efficiently the duties imposed upon them by the introduction 
of self-government. In consideration of the gradual spread of education, 
combined with the development of trade in Orissa, the time has 
arrived when the system of self-government can be introduced among the 
people, who are growing more and more intelligent. It would of course be 
premature to expect anything like perfection in the matter at once, but the 
people have already shown indications of their ability to grapple with 
the difficulties attending the introduction of self-government. Such being 
the case, it is only reasonable that they should be vested with the power of 
governing themselves. 

In conclusion, some of the members of the said meeting did not scruple 
to comment unfavourably on the acts of the Commissioners of the muni- 
cipality, inasmuch as they frequently betray a lamentable want of efficienc 
and interest in carrying out the responsible duties entrusted to them. This 
state of things has very much inclined the people to avail themselves of the 
benefits of self-government, and it is to be hoped that the authorities will 
learn a good deal from what has been stated above. 
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